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others, notwithstanding years of struggle and revolt,
not only Its memory, but some of its customs, still
survive ; for systems and institutions die hard, and
continue to exercise mischievous power long after their
original force is spent. To this survival can be traced
a large number of the evils that are agitating contem-
porary Europe; for example, the wretched state of
Ireland.

That the people of Germany, the country with
which we have chiefly to deal in treating of the
Hanseatic League, was not wholly enslaved and
crushed out of all individual existence by the state
of things that reigned from the Baltic to the Alps in
the early years of its history is due to the two great
factors of memory and heredity. Memory, because
when Tacitus, that most dramatic of historians,
wrote his famous book on Germany, one of the chief
points he noted in this land was that there existed an
equality among the freeborn, an absence of rank and
concentration of power. Heredity, because a love of
individual freedom appears as an inherent quality in
the Teutonic race from their first appearance in his-
toric legend*

" Though the mills of God grind slowly
Yet they grind exceeding small,"

sings the poet, and all the ages have confirmed the
experience that might is not suffered to be right for
ever, that vengeance falls and justice asserts itself,
even though the wrong be not righted, or the evil
avenged for many a long year after the sin has
been committed.

" Whom the gods would destroy they first strike